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One of our guests photographs a female lion from the Paradise pride 

 
It’s hard to sum up a trip in a brief report when it was one that filled by 
an abundance of great photographic moments and some phenomenal 
sightings! However, the following provides a brief summary and game 
encountered during the February 2015 safari with Jackson Looseyia 
and I in Kenya’s Maasai Mara.  
 
It was hot and dry on the weather front, with temperatures creeping into 
the 30’s (°C) by mid afternoon on most days and normal for this time of 
year. With February generally being one of the hotter months of the 
year.  

 

   
Burchells Zebra  

 



Upon arrival into the Mara it was evident that there was a very healthy 
number of plains game species. Whilst the plains in the Mara are filled 
year round with an abundance of species, the numbers were certainly 
much higher this year. In particular relating to the number of wildebeest 
that were seen. Ordinarily during Feb/March many of the large 
wildebeest herds have already migrated back toward to Ndutu region of 
the Serengeti to birth. Leaving just the resident herds behind. However, 
this year many of the Loita herds had chosen to calf within the Mara. 
With human influenced/agricultural changes occurring far outside of the 
Mara along migration routes this could well become a new trend going 
forward.  
 
Large herds of topi could be seen around the base of Rhino Ridge, 
together with a very healthy number of zebra, thompson, gazelle and 
impala across most parts of the Mara reserve and in particular in the 
central area where we spent much of our time game viewing. With 
some of the gazelle having already started to birth. Several large herds 
with up to 150-200 buffalo were seen on a number of occasions. In 
addition we had several good elephant sightings, including a number of 
breeding herds with their young and an encounter with one particularly 
large bull elephant that came to quench his thirst on a small tributary of 
the Olare Orok River. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

              Bull elephant near the Olare Orok River 



 
Buffalo herd along the Olkjeru Rongai River 

 
On our first afternoon drive, literally a couple of hours after arriving in 
the Mara we encountered our first Cheetah, a female (named locally as 
‘Imani’). Strolling across the plains before settling and grooming herself 
as the sun set. 
 

 
‘Imani’ 



 
Imani was the first of many cheetahs that we encountered during the 6-
day safari. That included several sightings of a female cheetah called 
“Maliaka’ and her four very playful 8 month old cubs. On one occasion 
witnessing Maliaka as she bounded full speed across the plains in an 
effort to hunt an impala, only to be thwarted at the last moment by the 
vigilant impala herd. 
 
Maliaka was not the only female with cubs that we were lucky to have 
encountered. In addition we encountered a female called Miale with her 
3 very sweet 3-4 month old cubs. 

 

 
Maliaka & Cub 

 

 
Miale’s cubs 

 



The cheetah sightings did not stop there with additional sightings of 
three other female cheetahs and one adult male. Providing us a total of 
12 different cheetahs across the 6-day safari. 
 
Staying on the feline species we were not short of lion sightings by any 
means during our six days. Every morning and afternoon lions of all 
ages were encountered. Included in those sightings were the famed 
adult males from the Notch coalition, two of whom were seen mating 
with females from the Look Out Pride and on another day feeding off a 
recently predated buffalo with other pride members present. On one 
particular morning our group witnessed some incredible action as one of 
the Notch males attempted to oust one of the younger 3-year-old males 
from the pride and engaged in a 2km chase with the male across the 
plains. 
 
Staying on male coalitions we also encountered 3 of the Marsh pride 
males, a pride made famous by BBC’s big cat diary (and who will soon 
also be the focus on of an up and coming television production) and one 
of the adult males from the 4km male coalition. As well as the 5 males 
from the Rekero male coalition. So we were certainly not short of 
sightings of some beautiful adult males.  

 
 

 
‘Scar’ from the Marsh Pride 

 
 



Included in our many lion encounters was one particular sighting worthy 
of a mention and that certainly took everyone’s breath away. This 
involved an incredible sighting involving two sub adult lions from the 
Double Crossing pride that were initially found grooming and playing 
early one morning. However, which then turned into an action packed 
(and emotionally charged morning) when a lone wildebeest calf, lost 
from its herd stumbled upon the lions and was predated by the two 
young lions after a dramatic chase. A brutal reminder of how harsh life 
is for the wild animals of Africa. 
 

 
Two sub adults from the ‘Double Crossing pride’ 

 
 

 
Sub adult female hunting a wildebeest calf. 



 
‘Ron’ one of 4 adult males from the Notch Coalition 

 
 

 
‘Lipstick’ from the Rekero pride/4km Coalition 



 
Cub from the Rekero pride feeding on a zebra kill 

 
To summaerise our group ‘notched up’ sightings of five different lion 
prides (one of which included 17 members) and a total of 53 different 
individuals, some of which were seen more than once and included 
some rather adorable lion cubs.  

 
Finally no big cat safari would be right or complete without experiencing 
sightings of the beautiful leopard and here we also had some fabulous 
sightings. With an impressive tally of 5 different leopards Including one 
young leopard cub and witnessing a vast array of different behaviors, 
including a leopard attempting to hunt an impala as well as a male in a 
tree with a warthog kill. 
 

Female Leopard ‘Siri’ (image courtesy of Jackie Downey 



 
Beautiful male leopard 

 
Although not mentioned in detail our group encountered many more 
iconic species in their weeklong tour of the Mara. In addition to the 
species already mentioned hippo, giraffe, spotted hyena and of course 
some beautiful bird species were also regularly seen. With all of our 
guests leaving with memory cards fit to burst and some spectacular 
images.  
 
Whilst the game was abundant it was also a pleasure to be in the Mara 
at a time with so few tourists. We were fortunate to have had so many 
sightings with no other vehicles present, which provided an unhurried 
and pleasurable experience for all concerned.  
 
A thank you has to be made to the staff at Entim Camp who were 
fantastic and the beautiful accommodation in camp could not be faulted 
in anyway. Catering for our every need and providing all guests with 
photographic bean bags and drinks on tap throughout the long game 
drives which started at 6am after a personal wake up call with tea and 
coffee in our tents. Breakfast was taken out in the bush every morning 
and returning to camp around 11:30-12pm. Leaving a few hours in 
camp in the day to rest, charge the batteries and have lunch. Before 
commencing again at 3:30pm-4pm and arriving back at camp just after 
sunset, ready for an evening of great food and good conversation 
around the fire.  
 



Jackson was on top form as always as our special guest, dividing his 
time between the two game vehicles at our disposal. His friendly and 
warm personality a perfect compliment to his vast knowledge and 
passion for the Mara and its inhabitants.  
 
A mention also has to be made to both Sammy and Dominic, our 
drivers/guides for the week who did a sterling job of working with 
Jackson and I to ensure we had the perfect position at the sightings 
each time. 
 
It was great to see everyone leave the safari with such great images, 
memories and positive feedback and a huge thanks to Entim Camp and 
Jackson and ofcourse our guests for making it a thoroughly enjoyable 
and successful safari. 

 

 
The lions posing perfectly for our guests! 

 

 
A happy group taking a quick break on the plains 


